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THE DISFRANCHISEMENT OP TENNESSEE.

Oar readers will remember that when Messrs.
Wad* and Davis, in, their manifesto addressed
"To the Supporters of the Government," charged
President Lincoln with s deliberate purpose u to
hold the rebel States at the diotation of his per¬
sonal ambition," we asoribed to an error of judg¬
ment what these politioal friends of the President
did not scruple to denounce as a premeditated
wrong, inspired by selfish motives of political ag¬
grandisement. We oould not bring ourselves to
believe any thing so derogatory to the personal
honor and offioial integrity of Mr. Lincoln as these

* gentlemen were not slow to impute to him; and
hence, while wo concurred with them in the ex¬

ceptions they took to the policy of the Exeeutive
in regard to the States whioh he was undertaking
to reconstruct according to his own notions of right
and wrong, we regretted the acerbity of the tone
which they held towsrds the Chief Magistrate of
the ocuntry, snd the injurious imputations they
oast on his motives. Unless we greatly mistake
the effect of the evidence we lay before onr readers
to-day, the whole people of the United States will
now be able to perceive that Messrs. Wade and
Davis did not exceed the severity whioh was re¬

quired by the occasion, and did no injustice to the
President in the arraignment by whioh they
brought him before the tribunal of publio opinion
on the oharge of grave Executive usurpations.
By a referenoe to the papers and correspondence

which will be found in another column the reader
will see that on Saturday last a citizen of Tennes¬
see, well known to us for his consistent loyalty,
noting on behalf of that lar^e portion of the

people of that State whom Mr. Andrew Johnson,
the Military Qovernor of Tennessee, and the Re-
publioan candidate for the Vice Presidency, has

the taught to disfranchise, presented to the President
a respectful protest against the great wrong com¬

mitted by his military subordinate and political
associate, that the wrong, being thus brought to
his notice, might reoeive that prompt correction
at his hands whioh reason and justioe and law and

publio deoency combine to make imperative.
And what was tho President's reply to this re¬

ftpeotful representation ? Simply this : " May I
inquire how long it took you and the New York
politioianS to eonooot that paper ?" It would seem

that the President is unable to see in the appeal of
a free and loyal people demanding their inherited
and constitutional rights any thing more noble
than an electioneering trick, " concocted by f ew

York politicians/' To the injury attempted against
the great majority of the loyal citizens of Tennes¬
see by his military agent and politioal oompanion
on the Republican ticket, the President adds the
sting of insult by construing their plea into a mere

devioe on the part of the friends of Gen. McClel-
lan fer "managing their side of the contest."
And when informed that no New York politician
had had any thing to do with " concocting" this

protest of loyal Tennesseans, (who know their

rights, without being under the necessity of asking
any New Yoik politicians what they are,) the Pre-
aident still persisted in seeing nothing in this paper
that oould not be sufficiently answered by a sneer.
'¦ I will answer," said Mr. Lincoln, emphatically,
" that I expect to let the friends of Geo. B. Mc-
Clellan manage their side of this contest in their
own wsy, and I will manage my tidt oj it in
my way."
We beg to submit to the President that the

friends of Geo. B. McClellan, in "managing th<ir
side of this contest," have nothing on whioh to rely
(and they want no more) than the power of truth
and tho freight of his honorable and patriotio
name. Bat when the President, with all his phy-
sieal agencies and appliances for controlling publio
opinion, if he is disposed to use them unfairly, in¬
forms us thst he " will manage his side of the con¬

test in his wsy," we beg to suggest that it would
be more reputable and proper for him to leave all
*'management" of thit kind in the hands of his
f- friends," If, however, the President proposes to
undertake the management of this canvass " in his
own way," and if the prooeeding of Mr. Andrew
Johnson, his military subordinate and politioal
associate on the Bepublioan tioket, is one of his
" ways," the people of the United States oannot
know it a moment too soon, that they may take

^oounsel for the preservation of their liberties, at-
taoked in the very sanotuary of the nation, when
the eleotive franchise of free and loyal citizens is
put under the dictation of a President who is a

candidate for the popular suffrages. Justly may
the Springfield Republican say, as it does, that
neither the President nor his military subordinate
in Tennessee " has any more right to require an

il oath against the Chioago platform than one
" against the Assembly's cateohism, as a condition
" of voting in Tennessee. It is to disfranchise
" every Demoeratio voter in the 8tate." And well
may the New York Advertiser add, if any thing
of the free American spirit be left in the land, that
" No party oan thrive upon suoh misdeeds, and the
" sooner they are repudiated the better for it and
" lor the country. They are feeble bat significant
" imitations of the established despotisms of Bu¬
rt rope, and offer as little prospset of a free election
« as that by which the, present French Emperor
« rtaohed his throne."

f.r?.T^r. __i

SERIOUS THOUGHTS FOR SERIOUS TIMES.

It is known to oar readers that when Qen. Barn-
side had oommand of the Military Department in
the Northwest, whioh cmbraoed the States of Ken¬
tucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, he nearly suc¬

ceeded by his arbitrary measures in stirring up a

spirit of aotive and aimed resistanoe to his autho¬
rity. This was espeoially the case in Illinois, and
in the oity of Chicago, where he undertook to sup¬
press the publication of the Chicago Times, a pa¬
per as ultra in its opposition to the Administration
as the Chioago Tribune in its support of the Ad¬
ministration.
As was natural under suoh ciroumstanoes, the

heated partisans of the Administration arrayed
themselves on the side of the Federal oommander.
They did not stop to ask whether his act was right,
oonalitatLonal, or proper. It was enough for them
to know that he aimed to strike down an opposi¬
tion print whioh had provoked their hostility.
The political adherents of the paper thus assail¬

ed manifested a stern disposition to defend the free¬
dom of the press, violated in its attempted suppres¬
sion, and a bloody riot was believed to be immi¬
nent in the streets of Chicago. While matters
were at this stage Mr. Senator Trumbull sought to
calm the troubled elements, not by persuading tho
people to acquiesce in the illegal proceedings of
Gen. Burnside, but by persuading the people that
such proceedings were wrong, and that as suoh
they should be disoountenanoed by all good citi¬
zens. To this effect he spoke as follows:

«' The times are grave! A majority of the people of our
State are taking ground against the Administration.and
tchy ? 1 unit tell you why : I point out to you samt°J
our mistakes, that they may be corrtfUd in the future. The
reason is, we have not adhered to David Crockett . motto,
. Be sure you are right and then go ahead.'

u The great charge, the charge that haa damaged toe
Administration above all other*, is that toe are in favor of
the exercise of arbitrary pmecr.that we are opposed to the
freedom of speech and opinion, to the freedom of the press,
in favor of curtailing personal liberty, and in favor of a
despotism Now we should not allow these things. We
have been the advocate of free speech for the last forty
years, and should not allow the party whioh during that
whole time has advocated the gag to usurp our place.
"We are fighting for the restoration of the Union and

the preservation ef the Constitution, and all the liberties it
guaranties to every citisen. And it makes me feel bad
when I hear some honest friend, brimming full of patnot-
ism, iay he dots not care for the Constitution, and does not
want to have it fbroed into his way or thrust in his lace
until the war is over."

It is oommon for Administration prints to allege
that there is a widespread and deep-seated spirit of
disaffection to the Government prevalent among a

large portion of the people in Indiana and Illinois.
It is intimated that this spirit has sought to em¬

body itself in organizations which look to armed
resistanoe against the Administration, and the Ad¬
ministration has lent its oountenanoe to this inti¬
mation by forbidding Che importation and purchase
of arms in these States.

If there was any foundation for these represen¬
tations, in the generality asoribed to them, it woul 1
be the gravest possible impeaohment of the Ad¬
ministration, as serving to show that it had, by
its abuees of arbitrary power, so soured the minds
of a large portion of the people that they are

ready to adopt the most desperate measures for the
prevention of such abuses. No one supposes that
in Loyal States like Indiana and Illinois there need
be any ground of appeal to a spirit of disaffection
and revolt, save as such ground is furnished by the
arbitrary acts which Senator Trumbull denounced
and deplored. And hence, precisely in proportion
to the degree of oredit which may be given to al¬
leged " oonspiraoies" in the Northwest, should be
the condemnation of those aots which give to suoh
oonspiraoies their pretext and origin.
We are very sure that, with exceptions too in¬

considerable to deserve enumeration, it has been
the great predominant wish of the people in the
Northwest, equally with the people in other quar¬
ters of the Loyal 8tates, cordially to sustain tho
Administration in the present crisis. But that
the Administration has done mnoh, very muoh, to
irritate the sensibilities of the people in these
States, as in many others, will be denied by none

among its most determined partisans. " The great
oharge, the charge that has damaged the Adminis¬
tration above all others," says Mr. Trumbull, " is
that we are in favor of the exercise of arbitiary
power." This oharge would not " damage " the
Administration if it was a false charge. It is only
the truth of the oharge whioh makes it damaging
to the party thus arraigned by a Republican Sen¬
ator of the United States.

Within the last few days we have seen a Major
Goneral of the United States strike down an Oppo¬
sition print in the city of Baltimore under the
pretext of a fear that his own soldiers would riot¬
ously destroy the office in whioh it was printed, un

less he saved them the opportunity of doing so by
ordering the suppression of the paper. Does any
body suppose that his act is any more defensible
than the putative disposition he asoribos to his
soldiery ? And does not every body believe that
the pretext for the suppression was utterly frivo¬
lous and groundless ?

What, then, is the duty of oandid and loyal men,
without distinction of party, in suoh a oasfl ? To
be mute or to protest against the outrage ? Plain*
ly the latter. And yet how many Administration
journals have ventured to express disapprobation
of the proceeding ? So far as we are aware, only
two. All the others pass it over in silence. None,
we are glad to say, has been bold enough to defend
it or even to apologise for it.

In like manner, the country within the last few
days has been apprized that Mr. Linooln's Mili¬
tary Governor in Tennessee has prescribed a test
oath as a oondition precedent of voting in that
State, whioh is designed to bar the polls to all save
those who will vote for Mr. Lincoln and himself.
How many Administration prints have exposed
and denounoed this flagrant usurpation? Only
two.the same two whieh have preserved the
latogrity of their opinions by oondemniog the arbi
trary proceedings of Gen. Wallace. We allude to
the Springfield (Mass.) Republican and the New

J York Commercial Advertiser.the latter of whioh
it would perhaps be more aeoarate to olassify
among " independent journals " than among " ad¬
ministration" prints, though in its genera leourae it
sustains tho Administration even to the extent of
demanding the abolition of slavery as a oondition
of peaoe.

. On both the topic* we have indioated the Spring¬
field Republican says:
" If Gen. Wallace has atated folly hla reaaona for aup-

preuing the Baltimore Poat, the aot ia without any ade¬
quate juettfloation. It waa done, we preaume, without
ordera from the Preaident, bnt if he falla to order a cor¬
rection of the miatahe he will be held reaponaible for it.
So, also, in the caae of Got. Andrew Johnaon. He haa no
more right to require an oath againat the Chicago platform
than one againat the Aaaembly'a oateohiam, aa a condition
of voting in Tenoeacee. It ia to diafraoohiae every Demo¬
cratic voter in the State.
" It ia impoaaible to aay one word ia juatification, or

even in palliation of such aots. U they are mere blunders,
they are of the aort that are In effect worae than onmea.
A great fault of Kr. Lincoln has been that he haa truated
too moeh to the discretion of iubordinatee, and haa then
generoualy taken upon hia own broad ahouldera the bordeo
of their errors. But there is danger that he may in thia
way take on a larger load than he can atand under, and
from motives both of juatice and aound policy he ahould
haatan to correct theae laat and moat extraordinary mla-
takea of Gen. Wallace and Gov. Johnaon. A week'a dia-
cuaaion of them will damage the Republican oauae more
than all the atump apeeohea and campaign documenta can
help it between thia and November "

The New York Commeroial Advertiser, after
oiling these just remarks of the Spiingfield Repub-
lioan, adds:
" Mr. Lincoln haa already virtually approved the out¬

rage in Maryland by refuaing to aee the newapaper pro¬
prietor who came to him with a letter from Senator Bev-
erdy Johnson, and he lacka the courage, even if he bad the
diapoaition, to repudiate the oondoot of hia aaaociate on
the tioket, and ao unlooae the fettered ballot in Tenneaaee.
The unaorupuloua diahoneaty of party and politiciane ia
auch that any advantage, no matter how much in violation
of law and aound policy, ia made to aeem entirely juatlfia-
ble. No party can thrive upon auoh miadeeda, and the
aooner they are repudiated the better for it and for the
country. They are feeble but aigoifioant imitations of
the eatabliahed deapotiama of Europe, and offer aa little
proapeot of a free election aa that by whioh the preient
French Emperor reached his throne."
And now we ask all dispassionate oitizens whit

they must think of an Administration whioh tole¬
rates suoh abuses of arbitrary power.abuses mani¬
fest, flagrant, and reiterated? Is it hoped by
suoh means to conciliate the support of wise and
good men who respect themselves and venerate
the Constitution of their oountry ? Or can the
Republican party, as at present constituted, be the
proper home for suoh men, when, with here and there
an honorable exoeption, no man is found in its
ranks oourngeous enough to lift his voioe in ani¬
madversion on such abuses and assumptions of
power? As we have before taken oooasion to
remark, there is among the President's supporters
no pub.* sentiment whioh has sought to restrain
him within the limits of the Constitution and the
laws. Every transgression he has made beyond
those bounds has been exeused and palliated, where
it haa not been encouraged and defended by his
retainers, until at last Generals in our armies do
not scruple to go before an intelligent audienoe in
Boston and openly hold the followiog slavish lan¬
guage. We quote from some remarks made at a

Republican meetiog in that city on Monday last
by Brig. Gen. Tilton. He said :
" I don't want any peace exeept on auch terma aa Abra¬

ham Lincoln will make.I won't aay under the Conatitu-
tion, but under auoh terma aa he oho<M*e to make, for /
don't know where the Constitution it." [Cbeera.]

Well may Gen. Tilton say, in view of the pro-
oeedings authorised by the present Administra¬
tion, that he " does not know where the Constitu¬
tion is." It certainly is not installed in muoh
authority among us. At the South it is trampled
under foot by an armed sedition; at the North
it is so oast out as an effete and worthless thing
that a derisive reference to its disappearance is
reocived with " cheers " by men in Boston calling
themselves il loyal." There is muoh food for
thought and for profound solicitude in suoh decla¬
rations.the outgrowth of only three years of mili¬
tary rule under the forms of a Republican Gov¬
ernment.

A correspondent of the New York Obaerver atatea that
a ahort time ago an old Afrioan, in one of the negro meet-
inga held in thia city, roao and aaid :
" Bredd'reo, I doea want to aee peaoe flow down our

atreeta like a ribber; yea, btedd'ren, juat like a ribber;
and bredd'ren, I doea want to aee sugar eight cents- a
pound!"
From hia talk about peace and high priooa it would be

aafe to aay that venerable African ia a malignant "cop¬
perhead," perhapa without koowing it.

HOSTAGES FOB GUEBBILLAS.
We learn that on Sunday a number of citicena of Alex¬

andria, auppoaed to ba sympathisers with the rebellion,
were arreeted by order of the War Department, and
plaoed upon a railroad train, which waa to run out upon
the Manassaa (Hp railroad in the expectation of securing
it againat the aaaaulta of guerriilaa. The namea of the first
party thus aent out aa hoatagea for the aafety of the train
are given aa foilowa: John Dangerfield, Edgar Snowden,
Jr., Dr. J. B. Johnaon, Dr. P.;B. Bobertaton, Arthur Tay¬
lor, Jamea A. English, Hev. C. C. Bitting, Dr. D. M.
Frenoh, and J. W. Stewart. Evary future train, it ia
aaid, ia to have placed on board of it a like number of the
peraona who have been arreeted and held for that pnrpoae.
The Confederate guarrillaa made ao attaeh on the Alex¬

andria and Orange railroad, weat of Fairfax Courthouse*
in aeveral placea, between midnight and yeaterday morn¬
ing. They were repoleed alter a brisk fight.

BIDS FOB THE NATIONAL LOAN

We understand that the work of deciding upon the bids
for the loan of $40,000,000 waa cloaed at the Treaaury De¬
partment on Saturday. The bida were for five-twenty aix
per oent. bonda. There were, in all, four hundred and
ninety bida, both aiogle and oompound, and the entire aum
offered reached $59,263,468. Of thia amount the bida
were: At a diaoouot leaa than par, $342,000; from par to
one per cent., $38,677,700; from one to two per cent, pre¬
mium, $2^176,000; from two to three, $1,176,000; from
three to four, $396,000; from four to five, $116,200; from
five to aix, $6,000; trom aix to seven, $2,400; from seven
to eisht, $200. It will be aeen from the above that over
$19,000,oeo were bid for at a premium above one per
cent., ooaatqueutly the remaining $21,000,000 to oompletethe $40,000,000 .loan will be taken from the aeriea of¬
fered between par and one per oentam.

A deapstoh of Tuesday from San Francisco atatea that
the Supreme Court of that State adheres to ita dec!a on
againat the oonatitutionallty of the Military Suffrage act.
Tina will make a difference of at leaat five thouBand in the
vote of tbat State.

The H^n J. Scott Harriaon, eon of the late Preaident
Harrison, is out for Gen. MeCleUan.

AMIBBOR OP " LOTALTY."

In the month of September, 1862, just about
two years ago, when President Linooln had been
discharging tho duties of his offioe daring a year
and six months, that highly loyal, patriotio, and
religions journal, the New York Iadependent,
thought it proper to refer to him and 'to his quali¬
fications for the ohair he filled in the following
terms:
" We have no doubt whatever tbat Mr. Linooln means

well, and tanks himself to do well for tbe country. But
be it an overmatched man. He cannot carry the Govern¬
ment in its great exigency. How cornea tbat 7 Blame
him f Does nay man believe Mr. Lincoln less than hon¬
est f But affairs are too mighty for him. He wiahea,
he almost resolves, he turns back. He inaugurates a
policy. Like snow, he melts in handling. Hia advisers
elaah. His Generala quarrel. He is half erased with
perauaaioas on this side and oouater persuasion* on tbat.
One exborts, and another warna. He la threatened by
radicals, and threatened by conservative*. What shall he
do T So he does nothing. He leaves hia Generals to their
own oourse till some wisdom or some lolly runs against
hia peace, when he resorts to the first expedient to allay
the trouble. The deviee that quiets one trouble raiaea
another. The man is good ; it is the President that ii over¬
taxed. But there is a country as well aa a President.
There if a cause as well aa an adminiatration. Every
prudent man foresees the utter exh&uetion of the countryif we have one more such yeartui the.last."

Id commenting on this language of oontemptu-
ous disparagement Boon after its utterance we stat¬
ed that it passed our comprehension to discern
what was to be gained by such flippant deprecia¬
tion of the President's effioial capacity at a time
when, even if suoh allegations were true, their
dissenination could not bring oapaoity to tho Pre¬
sident or relief to the country from his inoapaoity.
Such lwguage, held towards the Chief Magistrate
of the country by his political supporters, at a time
when ko was hardly midway in his Presidential
term, oould have, we argued, no other effect, what¬
ever night be its purpose, than to undermine the
confidence of the people in the intelligence and
administrative skill of the Executive at a junoture
when it was the part of patriotism rather to
strengthen than to weaken his hand, sinoe in any
event he was the destined ruler of the nation lor
the tcmi of four years, and, having been elected
as suoh, " for better or for worse," he would not
be made any " better " by convincing the people,
two or threo years in advance of the time when
the queBtion of his sucoessor oould bo constitu¬
tionally submitted, that he was " worse " than any
body had conceived when he was first ohosen. It
was in this spirit that, in commenting on these
very observations of tho Independent, we wrote as

follows in the National Intelligencer of October
28, 1862 :
" What u to be gained by thia disparagement of tbe

President1* capacity it paaaea oar comprehension to dia-
oover; and when we recall that thia language is held to¬
ward! the Chief Magistrate of tbe nation by tbe re¬
presentative of a class #1 men who profess to be pre¬
eminently loyal, we are at a loss to understand the drift
of their earpoaea in thus seeking to andermine the confi¬
dence of tbe pablio io tbe iotelLgenee or independence of
the Xxeeutive If ' affairs are too mighty for him,' if, in
spite of the goodness of the man,} it is the President that
is overtaxed,' what do these journalists propose to them-
aelvea in thus queationing the capacity of Mr Lincoln 7
He is tbe fleet of the nation for the oonatitutional term
upon which be haa entered, and haa a right to look to his
eboeen political friends for aomething better than tbat
contemptuous disparagement whieh aeeka to compass bis
degradation in the eyes of the American people. The oon-
duet of the President ia undoubtedly open to criticiam
alike by politioal frienda and foes, but when he is assailed
on grounds whieh deny hia competency to fill the Execu¬
tive chair of which he ia tbe lawful incumbent, we may well
feel that auch a atyle of political diacuaaion ia but a alight
remove from tbe counsels of a revolutionary agitation
threatening the very foundations of our civil government."

Several weeks in advanoe of the assembling of
the Baltimore Republican Convention, tho New
York Independent protested against the re-nomi-
nation of Mr. Linooln (without naming him) in
the following terms:
"The country cannot afford to risk any second-rate com¬

mittee, chosen at hap-bacard, to be its President and Ca¬
binet. It needa first claw men, every ooe a pure diamond.
If Cromwell and Milton themselves could return from
their graves to serve us with their own genius, they
would not bring any ability sopeifiaoos for the occasion.
When one stops to think how the immediate future of this
eonntry shuts fast in its bud tbe whole world'a hope.that
by our victory or defeat the hsppineaa of all mankind ia to
be helped or hindered.ao solemn and aerioua becomes tbe
question of the national leaderabip that aober men may
well aak tbemnelvee, even three abort montha in advanoe,
. *ko it sufficient for these things?'

" The man, therefore, who oomea bearing in bia hand
credentials for the next Presidency must demonstrate, as
his first token of hia fitness, a sublime allegiance to Uod,
Liberty, and Human Rights.a reverent mind, heightened
to the noblest conception of tbe function of Government,
the grandeur of Justice, and the nobility of Man. Tbe
chief objeet of government stops short of nothing less than
the upliiting of humanity; and Coleridge ought to be once
more alive to teach statesmen their forgotten functions.
A Government like ours, in which the general piiuciples
of equality, liberty, and oharity give spirit to tbe laws,
needs, as its true administrators, men of profound reli¬
gious convictione.men upon whose hearts are graven the
two tablea of the law, love to God and love to man. A
friend ofoura lately came back from Washington saying,
' The great lack there is of a positive faith in God !' But
what fitness have men, lacking suth a faith, to administer
what aught to he a Christian Government t No man is fit
to stand at tho head of men who doe* not ait at the feet of
God. The only ruler who rulea aublimely ia be wboee
aoul ia touched of the Holy Gboat, and who so borrows
greatness from Heaven "

If our readers wero not prepared to mark with¬
out surprise any prepondcranoe of party over prin¬
ciple in journals whioh are nothing if not partisan,
they might well oonfess to some surprise at the
present attitude of the Independent, supporting as

it does for re-election the man whom more than
two years ago it pronounoed utterly incompetent
for the adequate disoharge of the duties of his
high offioo, and whom but a few months ago it de-
soribrd ae laeking an essential element of fitness
" to administer a Christian Government."

It would, however, be unjust to suppose that the
Independent has changed its mind on any of these
points. Though the exigencies of the pending
politioal oanvas* oompel it to praotise a prudent
retioence in the interest of its party, it takes fre¬
quent occasion to advertise its readers that it
chorishes tho same humble opinion of Mr. Linooln
as ever.

Referring in its number of Thursday last to the
failure of certain recent movements of Oen. Grant
against Richmond, it ascribes that failure to tho
"blundering" of Gen. Meade, tbe oemmander,
under Grant, of the Army of the Potomac, while
the retention of Gen. Meade in his oommand is
asoribed to the ignorant partiality of Mr. Linooln.
It says:
" The advance was arrested, tbe whole movement in¬

terrupted, the safety of an army imperilled, the plana of

the campaign fraitrated.and all became one General,
whoae incompetence, indecision, half hear ted uwe in the
war have again and again been demonatrated, ia atill unac¬
countably permitted to hamper and bamatrlog the purpoaeaof thn Lieutenant Oeneral. Let ua chaaten oar impatienthope of victory ao long m Grn. Meade rotaina hia hold on
the gallant Army of the Potomao; bat let aa tell the truih
of him! He ia the Oeneral who at Gettysburg bore off the
lanrela which Moused to Howard and to Hanooek; who
at Williamaport auffered a beaten army to eaeape him;
who, when holdiog the line of the Rapid Ann, fled before Lee
without a battle u> the gatea of the capital; who at Mine
Bun drew back in diamay from a conflict whioh he had in¬
vited and which hia army longed to oonvert into triumph;who, in the oampaign from the Rapid Ann to the Jamea,
under Orant, annulled the geniua of hia chief by hia own
executive incapacity ; who loat the prize of Peteraburg bymartinet delay on the aouth bank of the Jamea; who loat it
again in auoceeding contest* by tactical incompetence; wholoat it again by inooneeivable folliea of military adminiatra-
tion when the mine waa exploded; who inaalted hia eorpacommandera and hia army by attributing to them that ina¬
bility to co operate with each other which waa traoeable
aolely to the unmilitary alovenlineaa of their Geaeral; who,in a word, holda hia place by virtoe of no peraonal qualifi¬cation, but in deferenoe to a preaumed, fietiiioua, per¬verted, political neoeaaity, and who hanga upoa the neok
of Oen. Grant like an Old Man of the Sea whom he longnto be rid of, and whom he retains solely in deference to the
weak complaisance of his constitutional Commander in-
Chief. Be other voicea muzzled, if they muat be, ours, at
least, shall speak out on this question of enforced militarysubservience to political, to partisan, topersonal requisitions.We, at leaat, if no other, may declare ia the name of a
wronged, baffled, indignant army, that ita nominal eom-
mander ia unfit, or unwilling, or inoapable to lead it to vic¬
tory, and we aak that Orant'a hands may be atreogtheoedby the removal of Meade."

JSow, every reader will perceive that this is at the
same time highly modeat, highly respectful, and
highly loyal language in whioh to speak of the
President and the immediate commander of the
most important, as it is the largest, of all our ar¬
mies. Gen. Meade is pronounced utterly unfit to
conduct the Army of the Potomac, and in this
opinion it is affirmed that Gen. Grant concurs, but
is deterred from giving effeot to his opinion in the
interest of the army and of the oountry by a feel¬
ing of " deferenco to the weak oomplaisanoe of
his constitutional oommander-in-ohief." And this
weak oomplaisanoe of the President is inspired,
adds the Independent, " by military subservience
to political, to partitan, to personal requisitions."
Now, these representations are either true or

false. If true, (and it must bo assumed that the
Independent supposes them to be true,) what shall
be thought of an Administration respecting whioh
such things are said by its friends, and what shall
be thought of a journal whioh supports the re¬
election of a President who in this hour and arti¬
cle of tho national confliot holds the lives of our

soldiers and the military fortunes of the Republio
in subservienoe to " political, partisan, and per¬
sonal requisitions ?" Suoh are the charges of the
Independent.

If these representations are untrue, as we most
assuredly believe, whether as they relate to Gen.
Meade, to Gen. Grant, or to the President, what
shall be thought of a "loyal" journal whioh
spreads suoh damaging reports among the people
end in the Army of the Potomao with regard to
tho capacity of Gen. Meado, the military inde¬
pendence of Gen. Grant, and the political honesty
of President Lincoln ? For it is to be remembered
that the Now York Independent is one of the "re¬
ligious " journals which the " Christian Commis¬
sion" distributes among the soldiers of the Arniy
of the Potomac, who will learn from it that they
aro led like sheep to the slaughter beoause they
have an incompetent oommander in Gen. Meade,
who is kept in command beoause the President
deems it more important to oonsult for " politioal,
partisan, and personal requisitions " than for the
welfare of our brave troops or for the interests of
the country. And the soldiers are further instruct¬
ed that while these truths are notorious, it is only
a brave and at the aame time " loyal" press like
the Independent whioh dares give them publicity.
" Be other voices muizled," it exolaims, « ours at
least shall speak out on this question."
When tho President was called to justify the

arrest, trial, oonviction, and banishment of Mr.
Vallandigham, he did so in the following terms:
"If Mr. Vallandigham vu not damaging the military

power of the country, then bis arrest waa made on mi*,
take of faet, which 1 would be glad to eorreot on reasona¬
bly aatiafaotory evidence. Long experience baa ahown
that armiea cannot be maintained nnleaa desertion aball be
punished by the aevere penalty of death. The oaae re¬
quire*, and the law and the Conatitution aanetion thia pun
iabment. Must I aboot a aimple-minded soldier boy who
deaerts, while I muat not touch a hair of a wily aaitator
who inducea bim to deaert 1" I
We need not pauso to demonstrate that nothing

whioh Mr. Vallandigham was charged with having
said could by any possibility of construction be
held t) convey such an inducement to desertion
on tho part of soldiers in tho Army of the Poto¬
mao as the reflections of this New York journal on

the military capacity of Gen. Meade and tho politi¬
cal integrity of President Linooln. Yet does any
body suppose that tho editor of the Independent
will be arrested, tried by a military commission,
and sent into exile ? Does any body suppose that
the Independent will be suppressed or its dissemi-
nation interdioted in the Army of the Potomao, as

would surely bo the case if an opposition print
should indulgo in suoh strictures ? We ask the
questions. Every body knows what answer they
must receive, and oan draw the inferences sug-
gested by suoh inequalities in the administration
of the Government, when mm govern and the
laws no longer prevail.
As far as the Independent is concerned we have

only to say that we should bo sorry to think as

badly of tho President as it does. But if we

thought so, we should bs more sorry still to advocate
his ro-clcotion at a time when the nation is called
solemnly to pass on his merits, and when in Gen.
McClellan he has a competitor fit to " administer
what ought to be a Christian Government."

SIGNIFICANT.
The intelligent reader will not fail to appreciate the fart

that alnoe the recent eleotioos m Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
Indiana, the Republioana are oaatin« their eye* in the di¬
rection of Lonialana and Tenneaaee. aa State* which are

to eaat a vote in the oomtng Presidential conteat. The
Buffalo Commercial Advertiaer of Friday, whieh oame to
band yeatarday, contains a table of the Presidential vote
whioh includea the two 8tatea above named. In all simi¬
lar tablea heretofore published, ao far aa we bare observed,
thoae States have been omitted.

CASE OP LIEUT. C. C. PARSONS.
We are gratified to learn, from ao announcement made

in the Army and Navy Journal of Saturday hut, that Pirat
Lieut. 0. C. Paumons, of the Pourth Regular Artillery,
who wu aummarity dismissed the service oa the 5th of
September lest, haa beea reatored to hia rauk and positionin hi* regiment, with pay and allowance* from tbtvdate of
hii dismissal. It will be remembered by our readara that
Lieut. Parsons' ditmiaaal grew out of hia connexion aa
Judge Advocate with a recent court-martial at Weat
Point, which incurred the displeasure of ihe tteoretary of
War. We are glad to find that, if Mr. Stanton has im-
puleea which aometimea lead him to exercise hia offloial
power with undue rigor,he alao haa impuliea which prompt
him to make reparation when convinced that injuatiee haa
been done an officer who haa fallen under hit disapproba¬
tion ; and aa we felt it due to tbe merits of the case to ani¬
madvert with aome severity upon his dealings towards
Lieut Parsons, we take the more pleasure in recording
the aet, equally honorable to the Secretary and to that
officer, by which the latter haa beea reinstated in the
aervice.

UNFAVORABLE RhPORTS FROM GEORGIA.

Louisville, Oct. 15..Chattanooga advices say tkat
Lieut. Grinnell, of the 7th Kentucky, led a about t ward
Lafayette, twenty three milea from there, on Wedoeadayi
and drove a small squad of rebels out of town, and, pursu¬
ing them, oaptured nine out of eleven. They afterward
fell in with fifteen hundred rebel cavalry and retreated.
Some of hie priaonera say Wheeler'a entire command, ag¬
gregating from eight to ten thousand oatairy, ar® all be
tween Chattanooga and Daiton.
The rebela entered Reiaca on Wedneaday morning, and

took the only troopa there.a oolored regiment.by aur-

priae. The rebela immediately thereafter moved upon
Daiton.
On Friday there waa coneiderable alarm at Chattanooga,

and every able-bodied man waa pnt to work oni the fortifl-
oationa. At the laat advicea Gen. Kilpetriok, with h a

cavalry, waa at Daiton. No apprehenaiona are now felt
for Chattanooga or Knoxville.
Gen. Sherman haa over one hundred daya rationa at At

lanta, and Knoxville haa ahundanoe of proviiiona ta atand
a six montha' aiege. The Chattanooga Government atora-
hooaea are full of proviaiona. Gen. Milroy waa at Tulle-
homa and Gen. Schofiekl at Chattanooga.
A private reliable aouroe eaya that on Saturday evemog

Hood'a army waa between Daiton and Lafayette, making
for the latter plaee. while Gen. Sherman waa preaaing h:m
oloaely. Prominent military men aay that Hood a laat
move plaeea him exactly in the poaitlon deaired by Ge«.
Sherman.

_

There ia coneiderable excitement at ClarkavlUe, Tennea^
See, in coneequenoe of the reporta of acouta that the rebel
Gen. Lyon intended to attack the plaoe. Government
employ6« are armed for the additional defence of Clarka-
ville.

CHATTANOOGA, Oct. 16,7 P. M.-Our force* to-day
reoccupied Ringgold and the Block Hone., three mile. in
advance, and found the railroad and hridgee aafe. I* «
generally believed that Daiton, with the Forty-a.xth Col.
ored infantry, aurrendered to Hood'a army yeaterday, but
nothing official haa been received. There ia no communi-
caUon yet with Sherman. There were abundant .uppUo*
at Atlanta in anticipation otauah a movement b7 th
rebela. Gen. Bteadmaa haa arrived and reaumed command
of the diatriet Six montha' auppUea are on hand, and tbe
offlcera of the army feel that Hood ia making a movement
that will certainly prove diaaatroua.

Chattakooga, Oct. 1M P M-Reporta of acoota
fail to ahow the preaence of any conaiderable body of the

enemy north of Tunnel Hill. Walter and Whitfield coun-
tiea were aooured by aamall body of rebel cavalry, but they
were not very effective in deatroying tbe railroad.
Gen Sohofield aent out a atrong reeonnoitenng party

to-day to diacover the wbereabouta of tbe rebel column
aaid to be moving toward tbe weat.

. _

Scouta of the Porty-fourth oolored garriaon of Dalioo,
who eacaped after Col. Johnaon'a aurrendsr. arrived to-day.
They give varioua accouota of the affair..

Ringgold and intermediate pointa are atrengtheoed by
Gen. Schofield.
There ia nothing definite aa to Sherman a whereabouta.

RAID ON THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO ROAD

A TRAIN OP CARS DESTROYED

The expreaa train, oooaiating of aix pataenger car#, an

ezpreva and mail car, and a baggage car, that left Cam ien
atreet depot, Baltimore, on Thuraday nigbt l«t for V, heel
ing, waa atopped and deatroyed by a band of rebel cavalry,
when between Kerneaville and Martinaburg.
Tbe time tbe train waa atopped waa about two o clock

on Friday morning, and the place waa quite prop.tiou. for
auoh work, there being no telegraphic elation or guard of
any oonaequenc® in the vicinity. The Confederate, num-

bered about two hundred, eommanded by Col Moaby in

pfiraon. The expreaa car waa robbed of all valuable., and
the mail waa ranaached and the. ^.^ Twoarmy
naymaatera were captured with aome $200,000 of Trea-

| .ory notea. There were a number of German
on the train, a portion of whom were relieved of their
.old Tbeae peraona, not uoderaUnding that tbe train waa

whtok!U»l»r.wo«o Hmdopoo
..,,.d,d. if »ol killod, .. 1>» r.m.lw of throo moo ud
oo. wodo.d were found unotj tio uhoo of tbo otMoiKd
train Two or three of the wounded Germane eacaped
from the car.. The conductor waa relieved of hia over-

coat, gold watch, and four hundred dollar.. He appealed
to tbe officer* for the reatitutlon of hia watoh, and waa

oomforted with tbe aaaurance of ita return.
After taking auch valuable property from tbe paaaengera

and train a. aeemed deairable, and firing the aeverel; oere,
and ordering aome twenty offlcera and aoldlera to fall into
line aa prlaonera, the rebela retired in the direeUott of th®

P°AUhe time the engine waa thrown from the track the
ear. were running at tbe rate of thirty milea per hofir,
but no iqjury waa incurred by any ona hy the audden in-
termption of the train exoept hy the engineer and baggage-
maater, whoae wounda are not very aevere.
The preciae oireumaUnoee under which aeveral ot the

paaaengera loat their tttee will probably never bekBP."

and it waa to hia efforta that the train arriving there a*
that time from the Weat ^Haw aTebeland avoided a like eelemity Conductor Sbutt .aw a rebel
.4* UboW»M
Moaby aad heard him My, Ihavea p .

Colonel roopoodod." T*'"« froWo obtoin
a,

"1 oi »».».""; ",1*" "" """.
and freight, ar® now running on regular-^-of Federal troop, having been poated

along the line of the road.

GONE TO THE FRONT
The force. organised in the Quarteroaater a deparMt

.t A'exandiU atarted for th® front yeaterday, under ape-SLiorli"' ot u,. wm
aloni the Un® of the Oraoge end Atoxaedria aed MMawaa
a»n railroada Th®y number about aeven kundred w®U-

sggsss1 Waahl^tou..4k*e«drtt 8ft* JwrnM.


